












 2. Waiver of Preliminary Hearing by a Defendant represented by 

counsel prior to scheduled DUI Central Court: 

a. Defendants represented by counsel may waive their Preliminary 

Hearing prior to their scheduled DUI Central Court date 

pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 541. 

(i) Such waiver shall be made to the originating MDJ. 

b. Upon receipt of written waiver, the case shall proceed pursuant 

to the Pennsylvania Rules of Criminal Procedure and 

corresponding Court Administration procedure. 

c. The originating MDJ shall provide defendant and his/her 

counsel with written information regarding the required Court 

Reporting Network (CRN) Evaluation. 

3. Preliminary Hearing: Defendants who do not waive their Preliminary 

Hearings at their first scheduled hearing date shall have their cases 

continued to the second (2nd) DUI Central Court date following the 

date of the hearing request, to be scheduled at a time in the 

afternoon. A preliminary hearing shall not be rescheduled more than 

two times, except if approved by the Administrative Judge for the 

Criminal Division. 

a. All parties shall be notified of the new Preliminary Hearing date 

pursuant to notice procedures established by the Lehigh 

County Court Administrator. 

b. The affiant and any other necessary witnesses shall also be 

notified and, if requested by the Commonwealth, issued a 

subpoena by Central Court to appear for the rescheduled date.  

c. Any requests for a continuance of a second rescheduled hearing 

date must be submitted to the Administrative Judge for the 

Criminal Division by email or fax to the judge’s chambers not 

later than 2 business days before the scheduled date and time 

of the preliminary hearing.  

d. This amendment shall take effect March 14, 2022.  

 4. Failure to Appear: 

a. If the defendant fails to appear for his/her Preliminary Hearing, 

the hearing shall be continued to the second (2nd) DUI Central 

Court date following the date of the hearing request, to be 

scheduled at a time in the afternoon. 

b. All parties shall be notified of the new Preliminary Hearing date 

pursuant to procedures established by Court Administration. 

c. The affiant and any other necessary witnesses shall also be 

notified and if requested by the Commonwealth, issued a 

subpoena to appear in Central Court for this date. 

d. Should the defendant fail to appear for the new Preliminary 

Hearing date and service is confirmed, a hearing will be held in 

absentia in accordance with Pa.R.Crim.P. 543 and a bench 

warrant shall be issued pursuant to Pa.R.Crim.P. 543(D)(1) by a 

Judge of the Court of Common Pleas. 
















